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The Newsletter of the Country Club Hills Civic Association

www.cchca.org

From the President
Dear CCH-ers!

Happy Thanksgiving and December Holidays! I hope
this finds everyone healthy and warm!

We have had a busy fall. Our general membership
meeting was on October 17. Thank you to all the
residents who came out for the gathering. Chris Martin
and Andrea Lowenwarter from the City of Fairfax
Historic Resources Department shared some important
land clearing, building and reconstruction at Blenheim
issues with us. I have addressed the City Council and
met with the Mayor and construction team at Blenhiem
to ensure they are aware of our concerns. We will con-
tinue to communicate with the City about the work be-
ing done there and hopefully in the end we will have a
historical interpretive center as well as an intact wildlife
habitat on the property.

One concern mentioned at the general meeting dealt
with the quality of lighting on our neighborhood
streets. I am happy to report Dominion Power main-
tains the fixtures and cleans them on a regularly sched-
uled basis. The streets should brighten up soon.

Another recent issue of concern is private property
maintenance. We luckily live in a neighborhood without
cumbersome homeowner association rules and dues.
As a result, however, we must maintain our properties
to the best of our abilities. We have a caring commit-
tee willing to help with temporary yard maintenance. If
you need assistance please feel free to call me and I will
be happy to connect you to a willing helping hand. In
addition, our trash and recycling service men are often
willing to help with the cans/bins. Included in this
newsletter are some City regulations to help us under-
stand the obligations and expectations we must adhere
to as homeowners. Please remember our property
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values are influenced by the appearance of homes in
the neighborhood.

On a continued helpful note, Steve Lescute has offered
to be our contact person for this year’s adopted family.
It is now a CCHCA tradition to adopt a family in need
during the holidays. We provide two $100 giftcards to
Shoppers Food Warchouse: one in time for Thanksgiv-
ing and the other for their December holiday meal. In
addition, we provide $150 in a giftcard to Target for
the children's gifts in the family. Our adopted family

is always a local Fairfax family who would not be able
to enjoy their holiday in full without a little extra cash.
Please feel free to donate as much as you like toward
these giftcards (if we receive more money than neces-
sary, we will put it toward a second family’s needs).

Please be sure to note there will be a holiday home
decorating contest! We give great prizes here at CCH
(giftcards to Home Depot and Borders!) Winners will
be announced by the end of December!

Thank you for providing such a friendly and fun neigh-
borhood to represent!

~Katie Baxter-Gagen
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A Safe and Sound Story?

I didn’t think for a moment that it could happen to

me and my family. I had heard all the news stories
about people reporting getting headaches and feeling
nauseated and not knowing why. I had seen the televi-
sion reports about the tragic loss of life by this silent
killer. It’s a killer that works while innocent families are
thought to be securely sleeping safe and sound from
fatal threats. The cause of death for these unknowing
family members was not from an assailant prying a
window or jacking a door lock to enter their residences
and steal possessions but, instead the killer works
from the inner safety of homes. This stalker is stealth
but unintelligent. It comes at you without violence

in purpose but can be fatally overlooked. Undetect-
able by sense of taste or smell this life ender is ulti-
mately silent but deadly! It’s created by the same type
of equipment in almost all homes that is also used

to manufacture the very welcomed atmosphere of
warmth and comfort. Killer poison gas known simply

as CO2 or Carbon Monoxide is the culprit.

Wow, of course I had heard of it. I had even studied
about it during preparation for a Home Inspection
quiz. Being convinced my home was a safe and sound
place to live as many of us do was an oversight. I
thought I had cleaned my furnace burners well enough
to keep the gas in a complete burn state. Thinking I
could do boiler maintenance on my own was a typical
error. Several times I had almost bought a CO2 tester
but, while at the store I would ask myself is it really
worth the price or is it really necessary or will this
thing really work. Still, in the back of my mind a seed
of urgency had sprouted and was growing but, when
at Home Depot somehow the tester never got pur-
chased. Basically we just didn’t understand how com-
monly and dangerous a CO2 problem could really be.
Finally I bit the bullet and purchased the tester. Yeh.
We plugged it in and felt safer already. That was simple
enough right? Well not exactly; the very first night

the tester went off. Tester sounds for fire or CO2 are
not exactly pleasant and anything that wakes you up
in the middle of sleep is an annoyance. So I justified
getting up and moving it to a different location all

the time telling myself and my wife that it must be
malfunctioning or it was too close to the heater. The
tester continued to do its job and I continued to reset
and relocate it telling myself nobody had a headache
or was feeling sick to their stomach. I had looked up

CO2 on the internet and found not only horror stories

but some great info: the Fire Dept. would come test a
house for FREE. So day three I called them and set
an appointment for them to arrive after working hours

to give us a check.

Well, I didn’t think they would come in the pump
truck with lights on and a full crew, but that was the
case. As soon as they stepped in the door their meters
went ballistic. Testers were screeching in a full blown
alarm mode. Meters registered too many units of CO2
per million and the Fire Crew asked repeatedly if any
one of us had recently been feeling nauseous or had
frequent headaches. We answered no and they were
very surprised at that. The firemen checked every
room for CO2 levels ending their hunt at the util-

ity room boiler. They shut down the culprit furnace,
turned off the gas to the house and opened every
window. They left us with no heat and the promise to
come back and turn the gas back on after an Expe-
rienced Heating Tech. had checked out the boiler
system. I found the Fairfax City Fire Crew to be very
diligent, concerned, and understanding, What can be
learned from this experience?

In the end we all survived. The gas level was not
enough to kill, but I was almost done in by the embar-
rassment of putting myself and family in such dire
circumstances. Please heed this warning. Don’t second
guess yourself. Don’t make excuses. Use whatever
means necessary to get a CO2 Alarm! I don’t know all
the stats on deaths caused by CO2, but I do know _ _
it happens!

Steve Caruso

Acquavella Tutoring Services
One-On-One Academic Support
~Pre-K thru 10th Grade

~Home Work Help

~Study Skills

~Organizational Skills

~Skill Reinforcement

~SOL Prep & Remediation (gr. 3-8)
~Special Education Services

® 12+ Years Experience
® Master’s in Education

o In-home Tutoring

o Afternoons & Evenings

® Mornings Available

* Neutral 3rd Party ~Special Education Consultation
Consultation Session is FREE!
Please call or e-mail for résumé and references!

(703) 795-1005
teachertutor@uerizon.net

® Confidential

o Personalized Attention




CCHCA Board of Directors 2007-2008

President
Katie Baxter-Gagen, 703-385-7737
Secretary
Jill McNeil, 703-246-9187
Treasurer
John Sabo, 703-246-0066
VP, Block Captains
Chad Hutley, 703-591-0696
VP, Civic Affairs
Hildie Carney, 703-591-5305
VP, Community Safety
Adopt a Spot, Steve Caruso, 703-273-3085
Safety Liaison, Patrick Thomas, 703-591-2859
VP, Membership
Katie Sidwell, 703-293-9033
VP, Publications
Ana Alonso, 703-273-4737
VP, Social Activities
Lisa Whetzel, 703-383-5989

CCHCA Street Sign Display
Christopher Gagen, 703-385-7737
CCHCA Yahoo-Newsgroup Moderator and Web-
master, Ernie Klimonda, 703-591-0696
Common Area Enhancement Committee
Nasrin Lescure, 703-591-2452
Community Appearance Committee
OPEN
Community Emergency Response Team
Matthew West, 703-359-4652
E-Communications Committee (co-chairs),
Marty Pullen, 703-352-8670
Ernie Klimonda, 703-591-0696
Historian
Steve Lescure, 703-591-2452
Publicity (co-chairs)
Dia Pullen, 703-352-8670
Lee Faber, 703-273-0829
Welcoming Committee (co-chairs)
Yanji Lama, 703-395-3693
Donna Frank, 703-691-1268
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STOP Signs

Please obey our STOP Signs! Not coming to a full
stop may cost you $91! I have experienced it!
Ernie Klimonda

Welcome New CCH Residents!
We would like to welcome the following new Country
Club Hills Residents:

Christopher LLockard and Michael Lawrence

3414 Andover Drive;

Will So and Dianet Giraldo

10116 Spring ILake Terrace.

Babysitter or Petsitter?

Are you a babysitter or a petsitter and would like to list
your services (no charge) on our website www.cchca.
org? Call 703-591-0696 or email webmaster-cchca@cox.




Calendar
All residents are welcome to attend our next
Association meeting on January 15, 2008 at

7:00pm.

Read below for upcoming event in March.

Upcoming March Event

During the doldrums of March, we are planning a
Progressive Dinner in Country Club Hills. What is

a progressive dinner? Singles/couples sign up to
provide one course of the dinner: appetizer, soup/
salad, main course, dessert. Everyone meets at the
first home and then on to subsequent homes for each
course. Depending on response, we may have to have
2-3 groups. Maybe make themed dinners? Look for a
flyer/yahoogroup notice in early February. Be thinking
about it. Lisa Whetzel

Holiday Decoration Contest

For the first time in its 50 year history CCHCA con-
ducted a Holiday Home Decoration Contest. So many
homes in CCH are beautifully decorated for the holi-
days, and it was a difficult task for the panel to choose
the five finalists.

The winners are:
Most Beautiful Holiday Home Decoration
First place: Len & Joyce Skoglund
3415 Country Hill Drive
Honorable Mention: Chris Keppler/Kristin Wilson
9924 Pinehurst Avenue
Most Original Holiday Home Decoration
First place: Marta & Joe Vamosi
10015 Morningside Court
Honorable Mention: William & Linda Gibbs
9915 Broadview Drive
Most Traditional Holiday Home Decoration
Charlene Macvicar
10006 Boxford Court

We shall try to increase the number of winners next
year by adding "Second Place" to each category. The
Association appreciates the embellishment of the

neighborhood from so many homeowners.

Labor Day Event

A quick thanks for all the volunteers that helped

for another successful Labor Day event. Rob Faber
(sound), Amy Wise (ice), Debbie Lane (ice), Lara
Hughes (paper products), Pamela and Partner Spraker
(BBQ delivery), Lee Faber (face painting ' price),
Marty (kid games), snow cone servers and moon
bounce supervisors. I couldn’t have done it without

your help!

Lisa Whetzel
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BIKE WORKS

The bi ke shop that comes

* FREE pick up and drop off.

* Repairs, Custom Commuter Bikes,
recycled rides, commuter accessori es.

* Make a reser vation for our mobile shop to
come out to your neighborhood or s upport
your cycling related event.

Phone: 703.371.109 5
Website: www.oasisbikeworks.com

Email: info@oasisbikeworks.com
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Elite Construction, LLC

Residential Remodeling Contractor
CCH Resident
Replacement Windows
featuring Simonton Windows
Basements, Kitchens, Bathrooms

Small Jobs Welcome, Quality Guarantee

15 Years Experience

703*%969*0718

CCHCA - Yahoo-Group

The membership has almost doubled on our Country
Club Hills Yahoo-Newsgroup. We have now reached
190 members. If you are not a member yet please be-
come one by visiting our website www.cchca.org and
clicking on "Yahoo! Groups - Join Now." As a mem-
ber you will receive information of interest to CCH

residents and may also post similar pertinent messages.

Membership is free, of course. For more information
please contact: Ernie Klimonda, CCHCA Yahoo-
Group moderator 703-591-0696 eklimonda(@cox.net.

CCHCA Does Not Endorse

We do not endorse or investigate advertised services
or products in this newsletter. We assume no responsi-
bility for ad accuracy or services/products provided.

Tidbits from the Historian

Greetings once again from the CCHCA historian.

I’m sure that many readers use the Fairfax County
Library website to renew library books or to put books
on hold. But did you know about the other services
available on the site? Check out the home page - wwm.
Jairfaxccounty.gov/ library - there’s a lot of stuff there,
such as the Calendar of Events, the Ask-a-Librarian

live chat, suggested reading lists, and much more.

The library also subscribes to many databases that can
be accessed from the library website. Your CCHCA
historian has been searching the newspapers databases
to find interesting articles that pertain to our neighbor-
hood or city. A few articles of interest are now avail-
able on our website www.cchca.org (thanks to Ernie
Klimonda). Click on the word “History” towards the

bottom of the left-hand column.

The historian would love to hear from anybody with
any stories, pictures, or anything else related to the his-
tory of CCH.Contact Steve Lescure at 703-591-2452.

A Little Bit of History in Our Hands

Below and on the next page are examples of some of
the articles found about Country Club Hills.

The Washington Post and Times Herald (1954-1959); Apr 11, 1954; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The Washington Po

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.
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Remembering Blenheim

Greg Cumming, 10001 Blackthorn Court
Interviewed by 1 eronique Klimonda

My Mom and Dad were living in an apartment in Al-
exandria but wanted to move to the country and own
their own home. They wanted a small community with
good schools and other children for my older brother
and me to play with. So they started looking and
found houses available at a new subdivision in Fairfax
County, in the Town of Fairfax, called Country Club
Hills. They placed an order for a home at the outra-
geous price of $19,500. We continuously visited our
house while it was being built and I remember it was

very exciting for all of us.

On one of these visits, Dad found an inspector look-
ing around. Because the house was nearly finished,
Dad asked him what he thought of the place. The
inspector said it was a nice home, but it was too bad
that it had to be torn down. After my father collected
himself, the inspector told him that Stafford Builders
had added an extra house along Pinehurst Avenue and
because of that our house was too close to the proper-
ty line. Dad appealed to the county zoning board and
received a variance to allow the house to stand. A nice
start in the neighborhood! After we moved in, Mom
stood at the window and cried because she thought
Dad had moved her to the middle of nowhere. Not
all the houses were complete at that point and it was

just that quiet.

Country Club Hills was still being developed in 1955.
Mr. Stafford kept his construction equipment and
trailers on a portion of the Blenheim property, which
at the time was owned by the Scotts. They were very
nice people and never minded if we played around
the house or even in the old barn. The barn had
horse stalls and a loft with large doors that opened
for loading hay. We used to swing on a rope to get to
the ground. One evening, I think in the fall, while our
family ate dinner, we noticed a glow in the sky and

it turned out to be the Scott barn burning. We could
see it clearly because there were no trees between our
home and the barn, so we just watched it from the
dining room window. It’s hard to imagine with all the
large trees you see at Blenheim today, but back then
there were only apple and pear trees, and very few of

those. We never found out what caused the fire, but

my father thought it could have been done for training

purposes.

One day, determined to see if the rumors were true
about wall graffiti in the attic, I decided to go to the Scott
house. Knowing that I wasn’t allowed to write on walls
made me wonder, I guess. I knocked on the door and Mr.
Scott answered. He couldn’t have been more kind and he
gave me a personal tour of the attic. Once I got upstairs,
with Mr. Scott’s special attention, he explained that the
house had been used by wounded and sick soldiers dut-
ing the Civil War while they recovered from various battle
injuries. It was an amazing sight for a young fellow. To
think that grown-ups actually wrote their full names right
out on the walls! In some spaces they wrote very large,
right across the wall. Many years later, after moving back
to Country Club Hills with my own new family, I had
another chance to briefly speak with Mr. Scott and he was

still the same nice gentleman.

The Scott house remained a favorite place to play for

all the neighborhood children. We had a baseball dia-
mond there (Dad cut it out of the high grass with his
lawn mower) and my parents made sure I had a baseball
glove. Another favorite game was flashlight. Not sure if
children still play that game. The object was to shine the
flashlight on hidden friends. Kind of like “tag you’re it”’!
We even flew homemade box kites there. One Christmas,
Santa Claus brought me a Wham-O boomerang. Boy, 1
loved that toy and played with it all the time. The Scott
property was the perfect place to throw it. Unfortunately,
I lost it in the tall grass and finally, after many days, had
to give up looking for it. Thirty-five years later, a neigh-
bor found it while cleaning up his backyard and I got

it back. I must hold the record for length of time for a

boomerang return!

Advertise

Would you like to advertise in the next ECCHO-News-
letter? Contact Ana Alonso at a.alonso@cox.net or 703-
273-4737.

Business Card
Quarter Page
Half Page
Full Page

$ 25.00 (four issues)
$50.00 (four issues)
$75.00 (four issues)
$100.00 (four issues)




Beach House Rentals - 2008
Two Houses on the Outer Banks, NC

House in Kill Devil Hills, on the Beach Road:

4 bedroom; 2 bath; washer and dryer; central air, cable TV (6); beautiful views; walk to
the beach; sleeps nine. Price includes all taxes and fees (except optional cleaning).
Take a virtual tour of the "Beach Crab" @ www.crabsouterbanksvacations.com

House in Kill Devil Hills, on the Sound:

4 bedroom; 2 1/2 bath; washer and dryer; central air, cable TV (5); beautiful sunsets;
on the water; sleeps eight. Price includes all taxes and fees (except optional cleaning).
Take a virtual tour of the "Sound Crab" @ www.crabsouterbanksvacations.com

Rental fees for each house:
January 1 - May 25 ($840 per week)
May 25 - June 8 ($1,020 per week)
June 8 - September 7 ($1,495 per week)
September 7 - September 28 ($1,020 per week)
September 28 - December 31 ($840 per week)

Contact: Dave Scango, 10106 Springlake Terrace, 703-385-9519

Membership News

Thank you to the residents who have already joined or
renewed their 2007-2008 CCHCA membership. As of
October 30, 2007, forty percent (40%) of the neigh-
borhood residents are current members. Our member-
ship rate is down as much as 15% from previous years.
Please remember that your dues fund very important
programs and activities and we are counting on your
membership. It's not too late to join or renew. Please
complete the membership application at the end of
the newsletter and return it with your $10 dues pay-
ment to Katy Sidwell, 3412 Andover Drive. Questions,
corrections or changes may be sent to Katy_Sidwell@

hotmail.com.

Congratulations!
Our congratulations go to William Hayden and

Gay Boyle-Hayden of Boxford Court on winning

the Labor Day membership drawing for a $25

Home Depot Gift Certificate.

Fairfax City Code Reminder

CCHCA Board of Directors have fielded several
complaints recently about the appearance of proper-
ties in the neighborhood. Some concerns have been
raised about motor vehicles and boat trailers parked in
yards as well as trash cans put out or left on the curb

too many days.

As a reminder, we have pulled information that deals
with these issues from the City of Fairfax Code and
we have included it in the next three pages of this

newsletter.

We are not a regulatory governing body and therefore
we can only forward concerns to the City officials.
CCH residents can also directly contact the City
Neighborhood Hotline at (703) 385-7800 to make
an anonymous complaint. For more information, see
the City of Fairfax website at www.fairfaxva.gov/ code/

CommonlViolations.asp

If there is a message you would like posted in our
newsletter, please feel free to submit your notice but

be sure to include your name for publishing purposes.
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Country Club Hills Civic Association
Membership Application for 2007 — 2008

Membership is about building our community!

Membership year: May 1, 2007 to April 30, 2008

Name of Primary Resident(s):

Names and Years of Birth of Children to age 18:

Address Home Phone Number:

CCH Resident Since (Year):

Email 1 Email 2

Please indicate if you or any member of your household wish to be listed in a future CCH Directory for
personal or business services for free.

Babysitting/ pet-sitting/yard work by teen-agers 14 and over.
(Please give year of birth)

Services you/ot your business offer:
Name and type of service:

Lessons you provide: i. e. music/instrument/language/other:

Please let us know if you are interested in one or more of the following:

Q Volunteering your services for the CCH Civic Association Board or committees B Newsletter D Social Events (Holiday
Party, Halloween, Spring Egg Hunt, Ice Cream Social, etc) B The Commons Park Enhancement Committee £ All-purpose
Volunteer; and/or,

D Joining or forming a special club or group;

Would you like to advertise a business or service in our CCH Directory for a fee? If so, please attach your business card.
@ Would you like to join the CCHCA Yahoo Newsgroup? - If so, please provide your email address- if different than above.

For more information check out our Website: www.cchca.org

Dues: $10.00 per family for 2007/2008. Make checks payable to: Treasurer, CCHCA.
Please return form and payment to: VP, Membership, Katy Sidwell, 3412 Andover Drive

FOR CCH USE:
LJRECEIVED PAYMENT ON: {IPAID CASH ZIDIRECTORY DELIVERED
{IPAID CHECK # {J MEMBERSHIP RECORDS UPDATED
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